CHAPTER XVII
CRIME AND FACTION

THE reduction of crime is not solely a matter of more
policemen, more magistrates, and more jails, though all
of these are important; it is rather the recognition by
every individual that it is the duty of a good citizen fear-
lessly and honestly, and without regard to his own personal
convenience or connexions, himself to stand for truth,
integrity, and justice for the common weal. It is not for
him to make accusations and complaints that the police
are corrupt, and that justice is slow and uncertain ; rather
let him realize that the greatest service which the ordinary
law-abiding citizen can give to the administration of justice
and to the police is his help in creating sound public opinion
against the abuse of the courts for private ends, and the
corruption and bribery of the police. It is the failure to
recognize individual responsibility which makes bad
citizenship.

Whether it is the police or the patwari or some other
functionary, villagers, particularly those who have been in
the army, often complain bitterly of corruption and of the
stirring up of trouble. Almost invariably, however, they
speak as if the elimination of corruption of all sorts is
merely a matter of stern Government action. Government
can do extremely little until it is backed up by a vigorous
public opinion, until the backbone of the village is a sturdy
peasantry too proud to pay a bribe and, lose or gain, too
proud to tell a lie. In nothing is the co-operation of people
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